LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBVDJRI

Vazhakunnam's secularism is evident from the speeches de-
livered before an audience exceeding thousand in number at
Kozhikode. He declared before the public that the essence of all
religions are the same. He pointed out the need ofupliftment of
lower castes reminding the audience of the literature of C.F.
Andrews. The speech that took place in October 1924 was
flashed by Malayalam dailies like Manorama.8

Vazhakunnam, unlike many other religious reformers, never
condemned or blamed other religions, remarks - Taccappilli
Govindamenon.9

Even in his commentary on the Bhagavata sloka (1,2,11), he
has clearly recorded his secular outlook. He says that God is
called by different names by different people who fail to recognise
that all names are of the same God. He analyses this as the
reason for the bloodshed in the name of religion. He speaks out,
"Oh, foolish man, stop cutting the throat of others, agitated on
hearing different names used for God."10

Thus Vazhakunnam was a religious reformer in the real sense
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